166        THE STUDENTS OF INDIA

religious ideal consists in the hope of return
from the evil of finite individual existence to
union with Brahma, the infinite Supreme
Eeality. The necessity of repeated births or
reincarnations is attained by the exhaustion
of Karma, the law of moral retribution for
previous deeds. Salvation may be acquired
by the intellectual through knowledge of Brahma,
by the mystical through devotion, and by the
practical through good works or religious
ceremonies. But the one obligation of all
Hindus is the observance of caste. Hinduism
is usually pantheistic in its philosophical basis,
and expresses itself in a popular polytheism
which combines the propitiation of evil spirits
and local deities inherited from the primitive
animism of the country with the worship of
the pantheon of the gods of Hinduism.

We gladly recognize every element of beauty
and truth in Hinduism, but in a land where
religion has conditioned almost the whole of
life, Hinduism has produced India, and India
is the one sufficient answer to Hinduism. We
need not turn to the Krishna worship of Bengal,
to its temple prostitution and other crying
evils which have poisoned the very springs of
life for multitudes. Eather let us take it at
its best. It has provided noble conceptions of
God, it has produced religious men, it has